[Behavior and clinical significance of the eAg/ anti-e system in carriers of HBsAg].
An investigation has been carried out in 315 patients with acute and chronic HBsAg positive and negative hepatitis in order to study the relationship between a new recently identified antigen/antibody system designed eAg/anti-e and HBV pathology. eAg was detected in sera of 37,8% patients with acute hepatitis who recovered normally and of 65% patients with acute protracted hepatitis and circulating HBSAg. eAg was not found in the serum of any of 52 cases of acute HBsAg negative hepatitis. Prevalence of eAg positivity was also demonstrated especially in patients with more severe forms of chronic hepatitis. Anti-e was not found in any of 20 patients with acute protracted hepatitis, but in 40% of subjects with acute hepatitis who recovered, in 54,5% of asymptomatic HBsAg carriers and in 30% of patients with chronic persistent hepatitis. Our results confirm the specific association between eAg/anti-e system and hepatitis B infection and indicate that eAg determinant is associated with continuing activity and chronicity of hepatitic process. In contrast, anti-e is correlated with normal recovery of acute hepatitis, but it may be indicative also of asymptomatic carriage of HBsAg and of non-progressive liver disease.